
 
May 2, 2022 

Sustainable Marblehead’s Position on Important  

2022 Town Meeting Warrant Articles  
 

Dear Members of Sustainable Marblehead, 

As Chair of Sustainable Marblehead’s Clean Energy and Public Policy Working Group and as a 

member of the Green Marblehead Committee, I would like to provide some information on 

several Town Warrant Articles that will be discussed at tonight’s Town Meeting, May 2.  Please 

note that it is possible that Town Meeting will be continued on Tuesday, May 3. 

There are two overrides that have implications for Sustainability:  

1.  Article 11 seeks an override in phases, and plans to raise “money for remodeling, 

reconstructing and making extraordinary repairs to” two areas of interest to Sustainable 

Marblehead:  

1) “existing Town or School buildings”, which includes repairing the High School roof.  

Sustainable Marblehead and Green Marblehead Committee are very excited that 

Marblehead Municipal Light Department and School Committee are working 

together and are committed to making the High School roof available for solar 

panels. The wing of MVMS’s (Veterans Middle School) roof is due for repair in the 

next few years as part of this Capital Improvement Plan, and Sustainable 

Marblehead expects that MVMW roof repair will also be prepared for solar. The 

improvement of the rooftop HVAC units at MHS, computer controls for HVAC 

across the district are included. 

2) “infrastructure” such as roads and sidewalk repair, which Sustainable Marblehead 

feels is important. Better sidewalks would make it easier for young kids to bike, and 

safer for all ages to walk, to use strollers or wheelchairs. 

2.  Article 46 seeks a $3 million override to fund the Marblehead Public Schools:  

Dr. John Buckey, Superintendent of Marblehead Public Schools, stated that 
Article 46 is of particular importance to the MPS community. This override measure 
proposes an additional $3 million in annual funding for the school district to meet the 
educational needs of our students. The additional funding would support updated 
curriculum and materials, upgrades in facilities, technology, and security, STEAM 
curriculum, additional staff, college & career counseling, and other investments in 
teaching and learning. To take effect, the proposal would have to be approved by a ⅔ 
vote at Town Meeting and then be approved by a majority of voters on June 21.  



 
This Article includes funding to pay for kindergarten, (currently paid for by parents), 

funding for permanent substitute teachers, and funding for upgrading textbooks. I was 

dismayed to learn that the textbook currently used in the high school’s World Cultures 

Class does not include 9/11, because it is more than 20 years old. 

Of particular interest to Sustainable Marblehead: This article includes funding to hire 

an additional bus driver, which will extend the current “pay to ride” program to more 

K-6 children, so that more children can ride the bus to school.  This will reduce the 

number of cars on the road at school drop off and pick up times, thereby reducing 

traffic congestion and the resulting emissions.  

Article 31 “Summer break on use of gas-powered leaf blowers” (June 15-September 15) is of 

interest to Sustainable Marblehead because of two issues: 

1) Aerosolized yard materials including pesticides, animal fecal material, dust and topsoil 

have an adverse health effect on the people and pets who are exposed to them. 

2) The emissions of gas-powered leaf blowers contribute to climate change.  Studies by the 

California Air Resource Board have found that one hour of operation of a commercial 

gas-powered leaf blower produces equal emissions to driving a Toyota Camry from Los 

Angeles to Denver. That 1100-mile drive uses 36 gallons of gasoline.  

We support the proposed break from the use of gas-powered leaf blowers during the 

summer. During those months, when there is no significant leaf litter or yard clean up 

to be done, the use of leaf blowers to “blow a lawn clean after it is mowed” creates 

significant carbon emissions, contributes to climate change and is not necessary to the 

livelihood of the landscapers. 

Article 44 requires: 

“that the Town continue to allow remote participation at meetings of all Town Boards 

and Committees that are subject to Massachusetts Open Meeting Law, by ensuring the 

use of hybrid meeting platforms for both board or committee members and for the 

public”.  

In some cases, this will require modest technology purchases, in others, the Town has 

already purchased the equipment and is in the process of installing it.  

Sustainable Marblehead feels that public participation in Town Board meetings since 

the advent of virtual meetings has significantly increased , and this article will 

contribute to the ongoing engagement of the public in our democracy. 

Article 39 sponsored by the League of Women Voters recommends: 



that “the order of candidates listed on the ballot shall be determined by a random 

drawing of names of candidates by the Town Clerk for each race. Any candidate for re-

election shall be designated as such on the ballot.”  

The League of Women Voters sponsored this article, after their organization’s 

research showed that when incumbents are listed first, they almost always win the 

election. The research showed that this system of listing incumbents first on the ballot 

resulted in discouraging new people from running for elective office.  

 

Please try to attend Town Meeting this Monday, May 2 at 7 PM at the Marblehead Veterans 

Middle School auditorium, and vote on these important articles! 

Eileen Haley Mathieu  

44 Longview Drive 

 


